
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

16 MARCH 2016 
7:30PM 

REGULAR MEETING  

Minutes 
 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Regular Meeting on March 16, 2016 at 7:30 P.M., at Village Hall, 
50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig  
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini   
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault, Erin Meagher 
Village Engineer:  John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Police Chief: John Del Gardo 

 

Pledge to flag. 

 

Notation of Exits 

Regular Meeting 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the regular meeting, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

1. Little League Parade Permit Application – Peter Fragiacomo represents the Brewster Little League.  Mayor Schoenig 
discusses the route and timing with Mr. Fragiacomo.  Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the parade permit for 
assembly at 8:30 A.M., parade step-off at around 9:00 A.M., at Veterans Park aka Electrozone Field, on April 16, 
2016 with a rain date of April 17, 2017 from Veterans Park/Electrozone Field progressing along Railroad Avenue to 
North Main Street to Markel Park and disbursing around 12 Noon, waiving all fees, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 
0.   

2. Southeast Cultural Arts Center waiver of sign fee request – tabled. 
3. Monthly Reports 

3.1. Police Report – John Del Gardo delivers the February Police Report.  Questions: Trustee Bryde asks about 
the hit and run.  Chief Del Gardo says they apprehended the person responsible. Trustee Bryde asks if the 
disputes were domestic.  Chief Del Gardo says there were no domestic disputes and they were of a varied 
nature in multiple locations.  Trustee Bryde asks about the large fights.  Chief Del Gardo says one was 
local and one was outside the Village at Bull & Barrel.  Trustee Bryde asks about the noise complaints.  
Chief Del Gardo says they were not large parties and there were two different addresses for the four 
complaints.  Mayor Schoenig asks about 911 calls outside the village.  Chief Del Gardo says there were 
three.  Trustee Bryde asks about nature of the walk-in complaints to the office.  Chief Del Gardo says they 
are mostly complaints.  Trustee Bryde asks what happens when no one is in the office.  Chief Del Gardo 
says there is a phone number posted for people to call and the local patrol responds as soon as it is 
available.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February Police Report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0.  Copy attached to the minutes. 

3.2. Engineer’s Report – John Folchetti delivers the February Engineer’s Report.  Engineer Folchetti says the 
lowest most responsive bidder for the RBC repairs was Darlington Equipment Company at $39,900 and 
they can start within the next two weeks.  Mr. Folchetti says the MS4 annual report is complete and 
ready for posting on our website for the 30 day public comment period.  Mr. Folchetti said the East of 
Hudson Watershed Corporation met with Todd Atkinson and Dan Crawford this week to discuss the O&M 
for the retrofits.   Mr. Folchetti says we need to adopt the O&M policy but we have to iron out the cost 
apportionment before agreeing.  Trustee Meagher asks if there was a way to move the fence on Marvin 
Avenue to allow for parking at the retrofit.  Mr. Folchetti says there was never a permit to park on DEP 
land at that location and people parked at their own risk.  Mr. Folchetti says moving the fence is not an 
option we should pursue as we would need to modify the existing permit and request permission for 



parking – neither will be easy and prolittle benefit to the village.   Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the 
February Engineer’s Report, Trustee Meagher 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Copy attached to the minutes. 

3.2.1. Mayor Schoenig motions to authorize RBC repair by Darlington Equipment Company for $39,900 to 
commence promptly, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0 

3.2.2. Mayor Schoenig motions to post the MS4 Report for the required 30 days’ posting period for public 
comment, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all in favor 5 to 0.   

3.3. Code Enforcement Report – Joe Hernandez delivers the January & February Code Enforcement Reports.  
Questions: Trustee Bryde asks about the property registrations pending and if they are all in court at this 
point.  Bill Scorca says all the outstanding violators are in court.  Trustee Meagher asks if any of the non-
responsive property registrations were bank owned.  Mr. Hernandez says none.  Mayor Schoenig motions 
to accept the January Code Enforcement Reports, Trustee Meagher 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   

Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the February Code Enforcement Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0.  Copy attached to the minutes. 

3.4. Planning Board Report – Tabled. 
3.5. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Todd Gianguzzi provided a written report of no activity. Mayor 

Schoenig motions to accept the February Zoning Board of Appeals Report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0.  Copy attached to the minutes. 

4. Suburban Carting – Trustee Meagher says she invited representatives from Suburban Carting but they are not here.  
Trustee Bryde asks if they said they were coming.  Trustee Meagher says that Suburban Carting said they would put 
it on their calendar.   

5. Tentative Budget Submittal – Clerk & Treasurer Hansen provides the tentative budget which is the first pass to the 
Board of Trustees for review.  Mayor Schoenig says the tax cap is 0.12% this year.  Mayor Schoenig motions to set a 
budget work session for March 23rd and March 28th 2016 at 7PM, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

6. The Factors of M – marketing & promotion engagement resolution – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Resolution 
No. 031616-1 as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd, discussion;  Trustee Meagher asks if insurance will be provided, 
and copies of incorporation papers.  Trustee Meagher thinks it is overpriced for what it is, just some FaceBook 
boosts which are very inexpensive.  Clerk Hansen says there is also a newsletter that includes the cost of copy edit, 
layout, printing and mailing.  Trustee Meagher asks if she knows the Board of Trustees must approve the newsletter 
before printing.  Clerk Hansen reminds the Board that all content in the newsletter will be submitted and approved 
by them prior to publication.  Clerk Hansen defers to Village Counsel Molé for any unusual contractual requirements 
that might be needed.  All in favor 4 to 1.  Copy of resolution attached to these minutes. 

7. Real Property Tax Contract – Trustee Meagher motions to authorize the Mayor to sign the real property tax contract 
with Putnam County for the 2016-17 tax year, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. Copy of resolution 
attached to these minutes. 

8. 114 Main Repayment of arrears – Mayor Schoenig instructs the village counsel to prepare a repayment agreement 
with all arrears paid in full by May 20, 2016.  One third of outstanding balance at the end of March, one third at the 
end of April, & the final third in May on or about the 15th Mayor Schoenig motions to approve as described, Trustee 
Meagher 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9. Mike Rapp – 963-967 Rte. 22 outside water surcharge – request for relief from per meter surcharge – No relief 
granted.  Mr. Rapp may reroute the water feeding three cottages all through one meter if he so desires and that will 
reduce his surcharge but the surcharge will still be based on meters.  Any changes made to the meters and piping 
must be reviewed by the DPW water superintendent and monitored for compliance.   

10. Village Cleanup – Councilwoman Eckardt says the Town cleanup is scheduled on April 16th and 17th from 8 A.M. to 
Noon with registration and supplies distributed in front of 67 Main Street (Old Town Hall) or under the Cameo 
marquis if it is raining.  Mayor Schoenig asks about the street sweeper availability.  Trustee Meagher says she has no 
new information.  Trustee Boissonnault asks if Trustee Meagher emailed Mr. Bruen.  Trustee Meagher says she did 
not but she telephoned.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says since Councilwoman Eckardt will be there both days then we 
should consider the 17th so as not to interfere with the Little League parade.  Trustee Meagher gains board 
consensus and says we will hold the Village cleanup on April 17th from 8 A.M. to 12 Noon with Councilwoman 
Eckardt offering to help out with sign-up sheet, handing out materials, and documenting collection for MS4 records. 

11. Urban Renewal Plan –  
11.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini says she has spoken with our Village Engineer J.R. Folchetti to document the maps 

for the Urban Renewal Plan after the Board reviews in detail and makes specific recommendations based 
on that review.  Trustee Meagher asks why we don’t use VHB to correct the maps.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 



says map-making is not a core competency at VHB and it is a core competency at our Village Engineer’s 
office.  No action is needed at this time. 

11.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini says John Nolan and Pace Land Use Law Center did review the draft Urban 
Renewal Plan informally and said that he saw no red flags.  Deputy Mayor Piccini suggests that PACE 
officially review the Urban Renewal Plan after the Board makes revisions based on known issues brought 
up by the public and noted in-house.  The next step would be to get a quote for his services.  Trustee 
Meagher asks if we can get a neutral party instead of PACE for example a disinterested planning firm.  
Deputy Mayor Piccini says that PACE is a preeminent Land Use Law Center and is entirely objective in all 
their work.  Mayor Schoenig says why have the students do the work when we can have the teacher.  
Mayor Schoenig says typically planning firms use PACE as a resource because they are not as 
knowledgeable on land use as PACE so we go directly to the objective source. 

11.3. Deputy Mayor Piccini says we need work sessions to look at the revisions to the draft urban renewal 
plan.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to set a budget work session on March 23, 2016, and budget and 
urban renewal work sessions on March 28, 2016, April 4 and 5, 2016 and a Budget Public Hearing on April 
13, 2016 with all meetings beginning at 7:00 P.M. at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509 
Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

12. Correspondence Sent/Received for February, 2016 – Trustee Bryde asks about the Comcast letter.  Clerk Hansen 
says we play no role in the changes and are included because we are the franchise licensee.  Trustee Bryde asks 
about the noise complaint with regard to garbage pickup.  Clerk Hansen says that the complainant said he would be 
in attendance tonight along with Suburban Carting representatives but neither party attended.  Trustee Bryde 
suggests to Trustee Meagher that she send an email to Suburban representatives and copy the Mayor and Board of 
Trustees.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the correspondence sent and received for February, Trustee Bryde 2nd 
all in favor.  

13. Minutes for approval; 
13.1. March 2, 2016 Public Hearing & Regular Meeting – Trustee Bryde motions to approve the March 2, 2016 

Public Hearing & Regular Meeting minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
13.2. March 9, 2016 Urban Renewal Plan Public Hearing – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the 

March 9, 2016 public hearing minutes, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  Clerk Hansen said he added a 
hyperlink to the audio file in the document and will upload it to the village website with the approved 
minutes. 

14. Vouchers Payable – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 
14.1. A - GENERAL FUND $32,532.35 
14.2. C - REFUSE & GARBAGE 17,422.66 
14.3. EN - ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW ACCOUNT 2,705.00 
14.4. F - WATER FUND 11,503.93 
14.5. G - SEWER FUND 27,945.95 
14.6. T - TRUST & AGENCY 5,524.64  

Total Vouchers Payable $97,634.53 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

15. Other Business 
15.1.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini mentions the meeting coming up on March 24th at PACE.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 

updates the Village Board on the Town of Southeast board meeting regarding food trucks, spectra energy 
natural gas pipeline expansion, longevity increases for non-union workers, health plan contributions 
changes for non-union workers, starting salary reset for non-union positions upon new hire.   

15.2. Trustee Bryde says Judge O’Rourke had a nice farewell breakfast for Janice Bergquist. 
15.3. Trustee Boissonnault met with Jack Gress regarding the Farmers Market relocation to Wells Park.  

Trustee Boissonnault said he met with CIA security about installing an internet based camera with a 360 
degree swivel.  Trustee Boissonnault met with Design a Sign and a proposal is being put together right 
now for an entrance sign.  Trustee Boissonnault met with some girl scouts who are doing their silver 
project and want to use Wells Park to establish a book exchange.  A younger group of girl scouts would 
like to build two benches for us.  Trustee Boissonnault said he asked Tony Hay what he wanted to do with 
the entry fence when it is removed.  Supervisor Hay said to call them on the day before it is to be 
removed and they will pick it up.  Ninety yards of mulch was donated is scheduled for delivery this 
weekend.  Trustee Bryde thanks Trustee Boissonnault for all his hard work and the results are tangible 
and exciting. 



15.3.1. Mayor Schoenig says that Morningthorpe Bridge is scheduled to go out for award in 2017.  Fred Pena of 
Putnam County Highway wants to come and present the project to the Board in the future.  Mayor 
Schoenig says George Gaspar is not able to make the meeting tonight. 

16. New Business 
16.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini refers back to agenda item 2 which was tabled and motions to waive the sign fee 

for the Southeast Cultural Arts Center, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd discussion; Mayor Schoenig says we have 
never waived a fee and does not want to start now, all in favor of waiving the sign fee; none (zero), all 
opposed. 

16.2. Trustee Bryde says Clerk Hansen and herself attended a key leaders breakfast put on at United Cerebral 
Palsy by Communities That Care.  Attendees will receive results of the survey and then a call to attend 
new meetings as they occur.  The meeting was very impressive and addresses very important issues 
facing our youth today. 

16.3. Mayor Schoenig says Judge O’Rourke wants to bring in part time help in the form of Rhonda Canarozzi, 
our former court clerk.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to bring Rhonda Canarozzi back on a temporary 
part time basis at $25.00 per hour, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 5 t 0.   

17. Public Comment 
17.1. Jack Gress questions the intention of review of the Urban Renewal Plan by John Nolan.  Jack Gress asks if 

the legal challenges to the draft plan caused the Board to have John Nolan review the legal questions that 
the public submitted.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says no.  Any current questions to the plan will be addressed 
in-house prior to submitting a final revised plan to John Nolan for his review.  Counsel Molé says that any 
attorney who reviews a document could address legal questions as that is their profession.  Mayor 
Schoenig clarifies that Mr. Nolan will review the document after revisions may be made based on 
comments received to date.   

17.2. Rick Stockburger says he will be away for training for the primary election and someone else will have to 
do parking meters and set up for the election. 

17.3. Richard Ruchala asks if Todd Gianguzzi appeared before the board today.  Mayor Schoenig says no.  Mr. 
Ruchala asks if there was a ZBA report.  Mayor Schoenig says yes.  Mr. Ruchala questions the Marketing 
Plan and asks what the purpose of the contract is.  Clerk Hansen says a new government FaceBook page 
will be set up to promote our events.  Promotions or “boosts” will be made to a village audience and also 
to a greater village audience extending out roughly ten miles in all directions.  Additionally a quarterly 
newsletter will be established, edited, printed and mailed.  Mr. Ruchala asks why we are doing this and 
how much we are spending.  Clerk Hansen says this authorization is for up to $2,000 to carry us through 
the end of this fiscal year.  Clerk Hansen went on to say we have established this because the Niche 
Marketing Report, the Village of Brewster Main Street Report, and our newly adopted Comprehensive 
Plan all urges we promote and market the Village.  Mr. Ruchala asks how much we have spent so far on 
the Urban Renewal Plan.  Clerk Hansen is unsure of the exact figure.  Mr. Ruchala asks what we have 
spent on Wells Park so far.  Trustee Boissonnault says he will get back to him with that information.    

17.4. Peggy Bruen thanks people for turning out for the David D. Bruen reading room.  The Bruen family is 
looking at having the fireplace put back to a wood burning fireplace.   Ms. Bruen asks who she should talk 
to about making that change.  Mayor Schoenig says Ms. Bruen should talk to the town.  Peggy Bruen says 
she is looking into the “illegals” in the village. 

17.5. Janet Ward asks about the Factors of M authorization and the quote from John Nolan.  Is there criteria 
for when competitive bid is needed.  Counsel Molé says state law covers procurement. 

17.6. Clerk Hansen provides Trustee Meagher with a second set of employment papers since the ones 
provided to her in November were never completed and submitted.  Clerk Hansen says when she 
properly executes all the papers including the I-9 with all the necessary supporting documents and 
returns them to the Clerk then she can be added to the village payroll.   

18. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss a personnel issue, Trustee Meagher 2nd all in favor 5 
to 0. 

19. Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session, resume the regular meeting, and adjourn, Trustee Bryde 
2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

  



 



 



 





 



 



 



 



 



  



  
 

  
  



March 1, 2016 

 

Attention: Peter Hansen & Village Trustees 

 

Reference: February ZBA Activity 

 

Please be advised we had no activity for the month of February. 

Best Regards, 

 

Todd Gianguzzi ZBA, Chairman 

 

 

 

 



 



 


